
It’s time to fix Missouri’s maternal health crisis 
•	 Maternal mortality rates in Missouri are 20% higher than the national average.1 Between 2017-2019, 150 

Missouri women died in the year following their pregnancy. 118 of those women died AFTER the first 43 
days, just before women with MO HealthNet lose their coverage at 60 days postpartum.2 

In 2018, 75% of pregnancy-related 
deaths in Missouri were preventable

•	 Women with MO HealthNet health insurance lose their coverage only 60 days after the end  
of pregnancy. We must extend coverage to 12 months for the 4,565 Missouri women who  
have no other way to get coverage.3 

•	 Black moms in Missouri are disproportionately impacted by this crisis, with maternal mortality rates  
3x those of white moms.

•	 Women experience significant physical and mental health risks in the year after pregnancy. That’s why 
the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) recommends regular postpartum 
check-ups: In the first 3 weeks, no later than 12 weeks and, on a case-by-case basis for up to a full year. 
Every Missouri mother deserves that care.

•	 When new moms have access to care, their newborns are more likely to receive regular well-child visits, 
early screenings, and support that sets them on the path to grow and thrive.4 	

Let’s build on bipartisan progress for Missouri moms and babies 
•	 In 2019, Missouri expanded on postpartum health coverage for new moms in treatment for substance  

use disorders. We should give all moms in Missouri the same opportunity to care for themselves  
and their babies.

Supporting postpartum coverage helps new moms and babies thrive— 
a smart investment for Missouri.
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